
 

 

 
   Commodoreôs Final Reflections: 

 A Year to Remember 
 

   As my year as Commodore of the Inter-Lake Yachting Association comes to a close, I find 

myself reflecting on what a great year it has been, and I have so many people to thank for their 

dedication and hard work. Together, we pulled off a full slate of fantastic events that wouldnôt 

have been possible without the efforts of our incredible volunteers and chairs. 

   A special thank you goes out to our regatta chairs, who each did a phenomenal job running 

their respective events: 
 

 Å Bob Lang, for leading the Junior Powerboat Regatta, 

 Å Kevin Stone, for organizing the Powerboat Regatta, 

 Å Bill Pribe, for managing the Senior Sail Regatta, 

 Å Angela Zoes, who was simply remarkable at the Junior Sailing Regatta 

 

   While we enjoyed a successful year, we also noticed that overall regatta attendance was mostly down. This 

means we must work even harder to bring those numbers back up. If anyone has any ideas on how we can attract 

more participants, please let me or V/C Kneisel know!  Weôre also looking for someone with a marketing         

background to help us develop some fresh materials to promote our events. Your involvement can make a big             

difference! 

   I also want to extend my deepest thanks to the bridge: Vice Commodore Scott Kneisel and Rear Commodore 

Dean Reamsnyder. Your hard work and support have been invaluable, and I couldnôt have done this without you. I 

could thank hundreds of additional people, but I fear I would forget someone. So, to all of you who have been part 

of this year, thank you for your trust, support and dedication. 

   Finally, we are looking forward to seeing everyone at the fall meeting on December 6th and 7th at the Doubletree 

Hotel in Westlake, OH. Be sure to reserve your room by November 5th, as the block closes early and I donôt want 

you left out.  Also, donôt forget to secure your dinner and Ladyôs Luncheon reservations!  All of this can be         

accomplished at www.i-lya.org/reserve 

   Lady Teressa and I thoroughly enjoyed this journey, but we look forward to passing the torch to Vice             

Commodore Kneisel and Lady Sharon on that Saturday night. Itôs been an incredible ride, and I know that the     

future is bright for I-LYA. 

 

Thank you all! 
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   We have completed another safe and enjoyable boating season and are now enduring the 

winter storage of our boats but enjoying the colors of Fall, college football and Halloween.  

Congratulations Commodore Dale and Lady Teressa for a successful year. Sharon and I 

value your leadership, mentoring and friendship.  As we move toward the end of 2024, we 

are busily planning for 2025 as we have been assembling the team; thank you to all of our 

volunteers!  

   We are now looking ahead to the Fall Meeting, which will be held at the Doubletree Inn 

in Westlake, OH on 12/6/24 ï 12/7/24.  Please plan to attend; information is available at     

i-lya.org.  On Friday evening there will be several hospitality rooms open with plenty of 

food, drink, and socialization.  On Saturday, there will be numerous breakout meetings wherein our regatta    

committees will review their successes and opportunities; please join to provide your input. Of course, we also 

hold our annual elections for our next Rear Commodore and three trustees; please review their biographies     

enclosed in this newsletter. 

   During the Fall Meeting, we will again be hosting the Vendor Fair, both Friday evening and Saturday           

afternoon.  If you or someone you know may be interested in participating, please contact me at 

scott.kneisel@bex.net.  There is no charge for the space and a table will be provided. See the enclosed flyer. The 

Fall Meeting has the scheduling advantage of being in the Christmas shopping season! 

   We have started the 2025 Yearbook process. Marilyn Paselsky will again serve as editor - Thank You,         

Marilyn!  We have held advertising prices the same as 2024 and 2023.  Club letters will be going out soon and 

will be mailed to the club Commodores.  So, club Commodores, please be on the lookout. Business letters will 

soon follow.  Personal advertisements are welcome and encouraged. 

   I-LYA will again have a booth at the Progressive Cleveland Boat Show which will be held at the I-X Center 

on January 16 - 19, 2025. Your bridge officers, ladies and other volunteers will staff the booth to promote our 

member clubs and their many benefits of membership.  There are more than just boats on display at the show: 

fishing, towing, engine maintenance, fiberglass repair, outboard engines, and boating paraphernalia of all types. 

Check out details at clevelandboatshow.com. 

Mark your calendars for 2025!   

Regattas: 

Junior Bay Week: 7/13/25 - 7/17/25;  

Power and Junior Power Regattas: 7/23/25 - 7/27/25 

Sail Regatta: 7/31/25 - 8/3/25; 

 

 Meetings: Spring: 4/4/25 - 4/6/25; Fall: 12/5/25 - 12/7/25 

Best Regards, Scott 
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      With the Fall Meeting on the horizon, letôs all get geared up for taking care of  business 

and a little fun on the side.  The meetings are a crucial part of what makes I-LYA a long-

standing organization.  I view them as the kick-off for the Regattas at Put-In-Bay.  So bring 

your ideas, stop by the hospitality rooms on Friday the 6th.  At Saturdayôs General        

Membership Meeting, the electorate will be voting on the position of Rear Commodore and 

the three openings for Trustee. 

   Lady Karla and I have learned a lot serving as the 2024 Rear Commodore and enjoyed 

every minute of it.  Many Thanks!!!! 

Keep it fun!  

2024 Rear Commodore I-LYA Dean Reamsnyder ï P/C 2010 HVYC 

deanream@aol.com; 419-376-0536 

 

   Captain Bob here.   Wow!  The Fall Meeting is right around the corner 

and time for us to start planning for the new year.  2024 saw new           

participation in the Junior Powerboat program, so lets build on that.       

Improving the Regatta is always on my mind, and the biggest challenge is 

getting new Juniors involved in the Junior Powerboat Regatta.  We 

changed the schedule this past year and Iôm wondering what your 

thoughts are.  Please join us at the Fall meeting to discuss what went well 

and what did not go so well with the new schedule.  We introduced walkie

-talkies in 2024 to learn proper VHF radio protocols, unfortunately, we 

ran out of time at the seminar to practice what we learned.  We may want 

to look at extending the seminar until 2pm, letôs talk about this extended schedule.   

   For those Juniors who are no longer eligibility to participate in the Junior Powerboat Regatta, I would like to 

invite you to take the next step and get involved in helping out, judging or grading our junior contestants.  You 

are the next generation to take charge of this program, and I would like to get you involved and hear your 

thoughts on how to improve our Junior Powerboat Regatta.   

Thatôs all for now, send me your ideas and thoughts. 

Captain Bob -  313-938-8414;  CaptainBobLang@OutLook.com 
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The Nominating Committee is pleased to announce the following as candidates 

for the positions of 2025 I-LYA Rear Commodore and Trustee: 

 

Rear Commodore 

Kevin Stone, Great Lakes Steel Boat Club 

Tom Thanasiu, Jr., Jolly Roger Sailing Club 

 

Trustee 

Chris Aune, Chagrin River Yacht Club 

Steven Hyder, Detroit Beach Boat Club 

Kathy McCarthy, Riverôs Edge Yacht Club 

Eric Osborne, Edgewater Yacht Club 

Jeff Upholzer, SunSeekers Yachting Club 

Stan Ziemkiewicz, Riverview Yacht Club 



Rear commodore  

candidates  
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   My name is Kevin Stone, and I am honored to be a candidate for the office of     
I-LYA Rear Commodore. I am currently the owner and operator of K Stone       
Productions, an embroidery and canvas company that I started two years ago. Pre-
viously to this, I co-owned Stone Pizza for 11 years in Riverview. I have worked 
23 years, in engineering at Ford Motor Company and retired in 2022. All my ca-
reer was in testing and was able to work on so many diverse types of Ford vehicles. 
For a substantial part of  that time, I worked in Ford Performance on the most 
elite programs at Ford.  
   I was married to my wife ,Tammy, for 25 years and have been widowed since 

August of  2006. We have three adult sons and five grandchildren, all boys. My wife and I started 
boating in 1985 in Boles Harbor, Monroe and remained there for 10 years. In 2002, we became 
members of Great Lakes Steel Boat Club and I have been a board member for 12 years. I have held 
the positions of  Entertainment Chair, Dock Chair, Grounds Chair, and Treasurer.  
   As a GLSBC bridge member, I served two years for each the following positions, Rear Commodore 
(2014 ð 2015), Vice Commodore (2016 - 2017) and Commodore (2018 ð 2019). I have been an 
AYC delegate for 12 years, a member of  IOBG and the acting President of  GLSBC Past                
Commodores. Currently, I am serving on the board again as GLSBC Treasurer. I am also a member of 
Riverview Yacht Club for the past 3 years. I am highly active in the boating community and enjoy 
spending time on my 34 Silverton fly bridge. 
   I have been an I-LYA Trustee for the past 2 years and a delegate for the last 10 years. I also have 
served as Head Fleet Captain for PC Lloyd Bogue and Fleet Captain for PC Mike Powers, PC Steve 
Hyder, and PC Bob Lang. I have been on the power boat committee for the past 4 years and currently 
the 2024 Power Boat Chair.  
   It has always been one of  my aspirations to serve in ILYA and have an opportunity to move up to 
commodore. I believe with my time and experience, that I would be able to fulfill this position with 
commitment and honor.  
Respectfully, Kevin Stone 



Rear commodore  

Candidates  

CONTINUED  
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   Hello, Inter-Lakes Yachting Association Nominating Committee. I am Tom Tha-
nasiu, (Past Commodore Jolly Roger Sailing Club 2012).  I started my participa-
tion in I-LYA in 1996 as crew on Steve Cook's Bertram used as a safety boat for Jr 
Bay.  Then the next year, photo boat on my own boat, a 25ft Slickcraft that I still 
own. In 1999, | was Al Ashley's Fleet Captain and in 2000 Arie Hansen's. 

   After 2000 it all becomes blurr in various jobs to assist the organization. 2009 
was the beginning of  my current jobs as Race Committee for Jr &Sr Bay. Having 
property and spending most of  my life during summers at Put in Bay, I had be-

come the logical solution to I-LYA problems, before and after retirement from Toledo Jeep in 2013 
after 30 years. I was in charge of  the I-LYA storage room at PIBYC until it interfered with the new 
Trophy responsibilities to assist Clark Davies and his health issues in 2012. In 2014 | took over Tro-
phies and walked into a Long Range Planning Meeting with a question and shortly became Historian. 

   I was elected as I-LYA Trustee in 2021 and my 3 year term is up this December. Time to take al-
most 30 years of experience and try the position of Rear Commodore. This yearõs I-LYA jobs consists 
of  Jr, Sr &Bay Race Committee, Powerboat Jr. &Sr. Kakak races I started 2021, Jr Powerboat Geo-
Quest I started in 2016. I'm now on the Commodore's Memorial 
Committee, Long Range Planning, Trophies and Historian. 

   Awards I have been honored to win are I-LYA Yachtsman of the Year in 2014 and the Jr Bay Davis 
Family Trophy, People that Care in 2017. 
 

 Thank you for your consideration, Tom Thanasiu 



To the Executive Board and members of I-LYA: 
   My name is Christopher G. Aune, and I would appreciate  your consideration 
for the position of  Trustee of the Inter Lake Yachting Association. 
   I have been boating most of my life on Lake Erie and became a member of  the 
Chagrin River Yacht Club in 2007 and joined the flag in 2009. 
Additionally, for the last 6 years I have been a member of  Catawba West Harbor 
Yacht Club.  I was the 2014 Commodore of  Chagrin River Yacht Club, 2018 
Commander of the Greater Cleveland Boating Association.  Currently, I am the 
IOBG District 7 District Director and the 2024 I-LYA Powerboat Vice Chair. 

    My wife Gina is the current IOBGA District 7 President, and IOBGA International North Central        
Director representing Ohio & Michigan.   We have been active in the I-LYA Powerboat Regatta for    
several years.  I was previously the Sports Ashore officer for East, and I have been the Dock Master for 
C Dock for three years. I have recently recruited new members to take over C Dock Security and   
Docking Assignments.  
   I am a retired union carpenter and worked as a superintendent in the construction field.  I am a     
former Vice President of  Union Local 95 for over 20+ years.   I was also Vice Chairman on the 
Eastlake Port Authority for over 15 years. 
   As you can see from my resume, I have been active for many years both professionally and personally, 
and I enjoy being involved in organizations that represent my passions.  Gina and I are the proud      
parents of 2 children and 4 grandsons. We enjoy the boating life and spending our summers traveling 
from place to place along the Lake Erie shoreline, visiting clubs in the western basin including regattas 
at Harbor View Yacht Club and Bay View Yacht Club for the past 2 years. 
 
Your endorsement for my consideration as I-LYA Trustee would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.  

Trustee  

Candidates  
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