
 

 

 

 

   Happy New Year to all!  Thank you for allowing me to serve as your 2025 Commodore, it 

is truly a privilege and an honor.  Lady Sharon and I are looking forward to the year ahead 

as our organization celebrates its 140th anniversary.  Formally, I-LYA was founded on 

January 17, 1885, in Cleveland. Please refer to the historical article in this newsletter for 

details, and additional articles throughout 2025. 

   Thank you, Commodore Dale Vanderford and Lady Teressa for the great meetings and 

regattas in 2024!  Congratulations to Vice Commodore Dean Reamsnyder & Lady Karla 

and Rear Commodore Tom Thanasiu & Lady Stephanie for your new positions. We look 

forward to working together in the coming year.  Also, congratulations to the newly elected 

trustee Chris Aune and the reelected trustees Commodore Steve Hyder and Eric   Osborne.  

They will join Commodore Bob Lang, Kevin Stone, Bill Pribe, Al Antoine, Rich McKee, 

and Todd Duffett to round out our Board of Trustees. 

   As this is the Boat Show issue of the I-LYA News, I must promote the annual Cleveland Boat Show. The event is 

again at the I-X Center to be open Thursday, January 16 – Sunday, January 19.  Your bridge officers and others will 

host a booth promoting I-LYA’s member clubs and annual regattas.  If you attend, please stop by for a visit. I         

encourage you to obtain more information at https://clevelandboatshow.com.  There truly is something for everyone! 

   As we look ahead, the planning for the 2025 regattas is underway.  The Junior Sail Regatta will be chaired by 

Shawnette Becker and Tim Willford; they have already held two meetings and appear to be well prepared.  The  

Power Regatta will be chaired by Chris Aune and his team of Vice Chair Nate Edmunds, Secretary John Brock and 

Treasurer Joy Moon.  The Junior Power Regatta will be chaired by Commodore Bob Lang.  The Sail Regatta will be 

chaired by Bill Pribe and his team of Race Chair Doug Seib and Social Chair Connie Miller.  Thank you to all for 

volunteering to support these annual events.     

   Before I provide the 2025 dates, please be aware that improvements are coming to our Spring and Fall Meeting    

venue: the Doubletree Westlake has become Wyndham Gardens, effective January 1, 2025.  There will be extensive             

renovations made to the hotel throughout the year.  So, mark your calendars for 2025: Spring Meeting, April 4 – 5; 

Fall Meeting, December 5 – 6; Junior Sail Regatta, July 13 – 17; Power and Junior Power Regattas, July 23 – 27; and 

Sail Regatta, July 31 – August 3. 

   Delegates, the I-LYA News welcomes articles from our member clubs, whether it be a summary of your club’s    

history, amenities, or special events.   

   All, please utilize the I-LYA website at i-lya.org and/or the I-LYA Inter-Lake Yachting Association Facebook 

page. 

Best regards, Scott 

734-516-0257 

scott.kneisel@bex.net 
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COMMODORE’S REPORT 

https://clevelandboatshow.com


   I’d like to start off by saying a friendly hello to all the snowbirds in Florida and invite them 

to check their emails for a great read.  The I-LYA Newsletter. 

   In case you missed it, we have a new Rear Commodore with a great history.  He is, after 

all, been our elite Historian for many years.  If you need to find out what happened over the 

years in I-LYA, he’s your man, Tom Thanasiu.  This holds true with the newbie to the     

Trustees, Chris Aune.  The man has more roles in the boating community than Commodore 

Perry.  Congratulations Chris.  I know Lady Gina is proud as punch on your election. 

   I was thinking with Christmas done and over, why not think about selling some of those 

thoughtless gift cards you received and use that cash for perhaps sponsoring a keg for Sail or 

help out with the rental for the shuttles.  Now “that” would be very thoughtful and            

appreciated.  I’ve sold enough gift cards that if you were to stop at the I-LYA booth at the boat show in       

Cleveland,  I just might spring for an adult beverage, that is if I can get a break.   

Let’s make this a great year.  Get the word out we are going to have more people, more boats at the Bay in 2025 

than years past.  All we need is YOU. 

Keep it Fun, 2025 Vice Commodore Dean Reamsnyder 

deanream@aol.com 

419-376-0536 
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VICE COMMODORE’S CORNER….DEAN REAMSNYDER 

        Hello and thank you for your support at the I-LYA Winter General Meeting in 
Westlake. Hopefully everyone had a Happy Holiday and are ready for the New Year.  
   Now it's time to set course and make way on this Flag Officer's journey with 1st Mate     
Lady Stephanie. We will be flying off Put in Bay and heading to Cleveland for the Boat 
Show January 16-19 at the I-X Center to get in a boating frame of mind. Don't underestimate 
the power of a boat show, Island Entertainers, Twiggy The Waterskiing Squirrel, Boardwalk 
Lobster Bisque, Classic Lyman Boat display, new boats and boat stuff. I'm not in the market 
for a new boat but I like digging into every nook and cranny to see changes and                  
improvements in building and design. If you see me in a mask, it's for fiberglass dust!  Best 
part is the unexpected running into old friends and making new. This will help get us 
through January and a little closer to spring splash down. 

   If it's been a while since you've been to the Bay for one or all four of the I-LYA Regattas, Jr. & Sr. Sail or Jr. 
& Sr. Power over 3 weeks or if never, I would like to know why. I'll be easy to find.  Look for the old hippy in 
the green shirt.  
   Remember, our common bond is LOVE of the WATER and if you power, sail, paddle, surf or swim, anytime 
spent on the water is time well spent!   
Best Regards and Seas 
I-LYA Rear Commodore Tom Thanasiu, Jr.  

REAR COMMODORE’S CORNER….THOMAS THANASIU 

mailto:deanream@aol.com


 

   Captain Bob here!   Wow!  Had a great meeting in December.  We’re 
always looking for ideas on how to get Club involvement and inter-club 
competitions for our juniors.  So, someone suggested that we might want 
to put something together at one or more of the scheduled AYC Poker 
Runs.  Not sure how that would work out, but I’m going to contact the 
AYC folks and see if we can put something together for the Juniors.   

   Improving the Junior Powerboat Regatta is always on my mind, but the 
biggest challenge is getting new Juniors involved at the Regatta.   Another 
idea was to take the juniors out on a powerboat, provide some hands-on 
handling of a larger vessel, and look at the various mechanical systems on 
board.  I like this idea and will be looking for some boat owners to help 
with this. 

   For those Juniors who are no longer eligible to participate in the Junior Powerboat Regatta, I would like to    
invite you to take the next step and get involved in helping out; judging or grading our junior contestants.  You 
are the next generation to take charge of this program and I would like to get you involved and hear your 
thoughts on how to improve our Junior Powerboat Regatta.   

That’s all for now, send me your ideas and thoughts. 

Captain Bob 

313-938-8414 

CaptainBobLang@OutLook.com 
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 Junior Sailing Committee  

 

   The I-LYA Junior Council is made up of adult volunteers and junior sailors who work together to hold 
the summer regatta season for I-LYA juniors.  Preparations for the 2025 sailing season for I-LYA Juniors 
have begun in earnest.  We had a productive Fall Meeting Dec 7, 2025 in Westlake, OH. The Junior Sail 
Committee approved a Traveler’s Series schedule of 8 races. Leatherlips Yacht Club and Sandusky     
Sailing Club gave an update on their plans for the 2025 I-LYA Jr Championship at Put-in-Bay (Jr. Bay). 
   We received great feedback from the competitor representatives that we hope to incorporate into the 
2025 season. We are working on updating the I-LYA Junior Sailing website, but you can find the 2025 
schedule on the website. The Junior Sailing Committee is off to a great start and looks forward to working 
with the 2025 I-LYA Bridge to have a great summer sailing season. 
 
Alec Chabalowski 
2025-26 Junior Sailing Committee Chair  

mailto:CaptainBobLang@OutLook.com


     

 

 

 

   The new years is a fresh start on the calendar . . . let’s plan for the biggest boating event of the     

summer of 2025.   First off as your 2025 Powerboat Committee Chairman, I would like to thank   

Commodore Dale Vanderford and his bridge for their leadership in 2024.  I would also like to        

commend Kevin Stone and his power boat committee on hosting a well organized and eventful regatta 

this past year. 

   The powerboat regatta is my favorite boating event of the summer, and I am  looking forward to 

working with I-LYA Commodore Scott Kneisel and his bridge, along with our regatta committee of 

Vice Chair - Nate Edmunds, Secretary - John Brock, and Treasurer - Joy Moon. 

   I would like to reach out to member attendees who may be interested in chairing the Flying Mile 

contest on Tuesday and Wednesday.  This competition along with the Chicane, Docking, Navigation,  

and Predicted Log are integral parts of our historical Regatta competitions and we want to keep all 

these events on our schedule.  If interested in chairing the Flying Mile, please contact Commodore 

Scott Kneisel or myself. 

   As the clubs put together their budgets for 2025, we ask that you include in your budget donations 

for beer kegs and golf cart transportation at the bay for regatta week.  

Additionally, if anyone has suggestions or has knowledge of how to market our I-LYA Regattas to    

enhance our attendance, please reach out to Commodore Scott Kneisel.   

Let’s all work together to make the 140th anniversary of the I-LYA a year to remember. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christopher Aune, Powerboat Committee Chairperson 

Powerboat Regatta 
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Sail Regatta 

 

   The Sail Committee met at the Fall Meeting and enjoyed lively discussion with those in attendance.  The 2024 
Racing calendar was full of great events including the 100th Mills Race, 100th Bayview Mackinac, and the   
131st I-LYA Bayweek.  Shoutout to the 10 skippers, boats, and crew who participated in all three events this 
year: 
 

Alacrity, Brian Thorpe 
Consig, Brad D’Arcangelo 
Kinsail, Doug Blackburn 

Smoke Show, Jake Thomas 
Synchronicity, Chris Mallett 
Think Blue, Gary Disbrow 
Uncivilized, Russell Krock 

Valkyrie, Jake Burgy 
Wing Jammer, Bill Pribe 

  
   This busy and competitive summer racing schedule meant that attendance at Bayweek fell below 60 
boats.  This presents very real challenges to the committee and the ability to present quality racing.  Your help is 
needed! 
    At the meeting we discussed what we can do to make sure that Bayweek is on your summer racing             
calendar.   There were lots of suggestions regarding courses, start times, and longer race days.  Over the winter 
we will want to engage as many of you as possible in talking through these components and making            
changes. We need suggestions and input from all five classes. PHRF, JAM, Cruising, Single Handed and      
Centerboard boats.  
   If you have suggestions and solutions to share, please mark your calendar and join us at 7:00 p.m. on        
Thursday January 23rd via zoom.   The link will be available on our Bayweek FB page.  In addition to the annual 
Regatta, the Sail Committee had a lengthy discussion on the interaction between PHRF Lake Erie, PHRF South 
Shore, and PHRF Midwest and the challenges in getting rating bodies nationwide to adopt the same system for 
sail measurements.    
   There are lots of opportunities for you to get involved.  Consider sharing your time or expertise whether it 
is onshore organization, on the water expertise, or just helping spread the word.  Very best wishes for a         
successful 2025! 
  
Bill Pribe 
Sail Committee Chair 
wpribe@gmail.com  
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Happy New Year from the Inter-Lake Yachtsmen’s Fund! 

   It was great seeing everyone at the Fall Meeting this past month.  As reported in the last issue, 2024 
was a very good year for the Fund.  Our investments are doing well and we were able to again support 
our youth sailing and boating programs in I-LYA as well as help many youth and amateur sailors to    
represent I-LYA and our area at top-level championship events throughout the USA.  This is all thanks 
to your generous donations to the Fund. 

The Yachtsmen’s Fund distributed over $37,000 in grants and scholarships this year!  Some highlights 
from 2024… 

 Instructional/Coaching Grants for both Junior Sail and Junior Power Regattas 

 Purchase of radios to facilitate instruction in VHF radio use & etiquette at the Junior Power        
      Regatta (supported in part by the Wyandotte Grant) 

 Support for room & board at the Junior Sail Regatta 

 Support for the eight junior sailors who represented I-LYA and Area E at the US Junior Sailing  
      Championships (Sears Cup) and support for nine junior sailors who, representing both the US and  
      Canada, competed at the Lightning Youth World Championships in Chile. 

 Event support grants for the Opti Nationals held at Sandusky Sailing Club and for the Lake Erie  
      Intercollegiate Offshore Regatta hosted by North Cape Yacht Club and the University of Toledo  
      Sailing Team. 

   This year, we expanded our support for amateur sailors as well supporting two all-female crews com-
peting at the New York Yacht Club Women’s Championship and the US Adult Championships for the 
Mallory Cup, respectively. 

   When you donate to the Yachtsmen’s Fund, you become a partner in our mission.  Together we can ed-
ucate, challenge, and inspire the next generation of sailors and boaters in I-LYA!  Please visit us online at 
www.yachtsmensfund.org to learn more and follow us on Facebook @yachtsmensfund. 

   Let’s hope for good, solid ice for hard-water sailing this winter and also an early spring so we can kick 
off a great 2025 season on the “soft” water this summer! 

 
Steve Harris, President 
Inter-Lake Yachtsmen’s Fund 
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The Regatta Committees are inviting you to submit your best photos captured during the 

2024 Regattas! Competitors, committee members, and spectators are invited to submit 

photos that capture the best of Bayweek on the water and on the land. Scan the QR Code 

to submit your photos for ANY of the Regattas or click the link:  

https://forms.gle/rBRXNMpfhK31YUtQ6  
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