
 

 

 

 

    

   As I write this article on February 21, it is 20 degrees outside, the ground is snow       

covered, and Lake Erie has 95% ice coverage; spring seems rather distant.  However, we 

are gearing up for the Spring Meeting which will be held on April 4 – 5 at the Wyndham 

Gardens Westlake.  Be aware that the hotel is now Wyndham Gardens Westlake, not the 

Doubletree, however it is the same physical building located at 1100 Crocker Rd., 

Westlake, OH.  Reservation information is available under the Meeting Information pull 

down on the i-lya.org home page and may also be obtained on the I-LYA Facebook page.  

The Ladies Luncheon, Dinner reservation, and electronic payment links are in place.  The 

hotel reservation link is in place but beware that the default dates are for check-in on 

Thursday and check-out on Sunday, so if you are reserving otherwise select your appropriate days.  Thank you, 

Commodore Vanderford, Tony Blank and Social Media Chair Kris Truthan, for getting it posted.  The meeting   

flyer, a preliminary weekend schedule, and preliminary general membership meeting agenda are included in this 

newsletter.  The Spring Meeting provides us with the opportunity to prepare for our summer regattas and elect the 

2025 Nominating committee, among many other things.  It is also a time to socialize and network.  Please come 

and enjoy!  

   Since the Fall Meeting, I have attended a Greater Cleveland Boating Association meeting, an Associated Yacht 

Clubs meeting and together with Lady Sharon proudly represented I-LYA at seven Commodore’s Balls. 

   Preparations for the 2025 yearbook are continuing.  Advertising space is available, but time is running short, so if 

you intend to advertise, please get your ad submitted promptly.  The 2025 ad contract is included in this newsletter.  

Please consider advertising your club, business, Commodore class or otherwise.  We do expect to distribute the 

yearbooks in mid-May.  Thank you, Marilyn Paselsky for your continued coaching. 

   Trustee Rich McKee, your bridge officers and their ladies hosted a booth at the Cleveland Boat Show in January.  

This was a great time to see old friends, make new ones and do some networking.  While there, using a chart of 

Lake Erie and Lake St. Clair, we created a visual display of the approximate locations of our I-LYA clubs.  This 

will be displayed at the Spring Meeting so please check it out. 

   I-LYA hosted a hospitality room at the Associated Yacht Club Commodore’s Ball on 2/14/25. The theme was the 

Jimmy Buffett song “A Pirate Looks at 40”.  The room was well decorated with a pirate theme.  Thank you to    

Hospitality chairs Terry & Debbie Trimmer and our bridge officers and ladies. 

   Please continue to read the enclosed I-LYA history prepared by Rear Commodore Thanasiu in this edition, as we 

continue to celebrate our 140th Anniversary. 

   Lady Sharon and I look forward to seeing you at the Spring Meeting, please travel safely! 

Best regards, Commodore Scott Kneisel 
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COMMODORE’S REPORT 



   As we scramble to get packed up for a Florida getaway, I realized I haven’t completed my article 

for the Newsletter.  It wouldn’t make sense to leave without passing along what I’ve gleaned from the 

Boat Show.  I found out if you hand out candy you can actually get a sailor or even an occasional 

power boater to stop at the booth and talk boating talk. 

I usually try to leave them with saying something like, “will I see you at the Spring Meeting with the 

Over-the-Top Vendor Fair”, or, “will I see you at the Put-In-Bay Regattas this summer?  Promise, I 

will have candy! Or in the case of the sailors, a free beer. 

If you’re looking for a good time, set your course to Harbor View Yacht Club on April 26th.  We’re 

having a Fundraiser.  Auctions, Raffles, Great Food and Grog.  It’s all for the cause, I-LYA. 

Keep it Fun, 2025 Vice Commodore  Dean Reamsnyder; deanream@aol.com; 419-376-0536 
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VICE COMMODORE’S CORNER….DEAN REAMSNYDER 

   Hello again, the Cleveland boat show started slow due to the weather, Thursday and Friday. But 
Saturday was packed and Sunday busy before the farewell blizzard. I-LYA's booth was next to the    
I-LYA associate member club North Coast Sailing Singles and what a fun group they were. They are 
not just sailboats, members also have powerboats. They offer a variety of social events year around 
and focuses on boating events that promote boating. And you don't need a boat, just be single. I was 
so close but over qualified as my wife Stephanie reminded me. But did have a friend that I went to 
school with, Suzanne who was somewhat new to the Cleveland area that I contacted and joined. 
(ncssmem@gmail.com)This made the show a proven success. A member of a member club. Finan-
cial success, we will see. We also shared information on the organization and Regattas at the BAY to 
member and nonmember clubs. A lot of interest to some nonmember clubs for joining I-LYA. 
Across the aisle was the Highlander Fleet 14 out of Cleveland and hopefully they will bring the Fleet 

14's boats or boats from around the country to the Highlander National Championship at Sail Bay Week. Best conversion 
was with a man about 28 who told me, "doing Jr. Bay Week was some of the best times of his life and the friendships 
made were forever, then how we told him that when he was young, but just didn't believe it". I was able to wonder about 
the show due to our team of flag officers and wives, Scott, Sharon, Dean, Karla, Stephanie and Trustee Rich Mckee to 
check off my boat show list of must do`s, Lyman displays, Boardwalk Bisque, Island Entertainers (Traveling Johnsons), 
Twiggy the Water Skiing Squirrel and exploring and looking at new boats $$$ and appreciating my old boats. Can't     
forget seeing old friends and meeting new. Some of the new friends, I have been running parallel with for years, Author 
Bob Adamov and his wife Cathy and "Doc Lyman" Ryan Koroknay. Looking forward for the next crossing of parallels 
and picking up where we left off. 
   Back to the island, then off the island to Toledo Ice Yacht Club's Winter Regatta for some iceboating, Commodore's 
casual reception and "Point Place" boat, sail and yacht club hopping. Not sure about the drinks but the crowd was festive 
and the food was great, especially the stuffed cabbage at Outtings Boat Club for my first visit. I was given a very fast ride 
on P/C John Greiner's 15 Meter Iceboat by John's grandson TIYC P/C Brian Goldburg on Saturday. Sunday after a       
fantastic breakfast at Riverview Yacht Club, John set me loose on his Sweet 16 iceboat and I was able take 5 powerboat 
members of Sunseekers Boating Club for their 1st iceboat ride. 
   If you're looking for something to do Friday April 4th and 5th, then you haven't been listening. Come to I-LYA's Spring 
Meeting weekend in Westlake at the Wyndham Garden Hotel.(Double Tree with a new owner). Watch for I-LYA room 
rates. This is where fun and business meet. Friday evening the hospitality rooms open and the free fun and food continue 
till about midnight. Saturday is business with different regatta committee meetings in the morning and afternoon with       
I-LYA hospitality room open for lunch or if you qualify, Ladies tea followed by the cherry club meeting. After the      
committee meetings, the Delegate meeting where committee reports are given and elections take place. The evening 
event in the spring is the Commodore's award dinner, then the wind down back at the hospitality room. Trust me and 
don't be like the disbelieving Jr at the boat show, you will meet the BEST PEOPLE a have a GREAT TIME. 
Rear Commodore & Historian, Tom Thanasiu Jr 

REAR COMMODORE’S CORNER….THOMAS THANASIU 

mailto:deanream@aol.com
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 Junior Sailing Committee  
 
   The I-LYA Junior Council is working hard on preparing for the 2025 Sailing Season.  The Traveler’s Series 

dates and locations are set.  Port Clinton Yacht Club will be hosting the I-LYA Opti Championship and is 

working hard on putting on a great event. Sandusky Sailing Club and Leatherlips Yacht Club have the        

preparations for the 2025 I-LYA Junior Championship Regatta under control.  I-LYA has a great team of     

volunteers working together to put on an excellent regatta season.   

   The website is being updated with this year’s information so please check it out.  We will be updating the 

website as new information becomes available.  We look forward to seeing you on the water this sum-

mer.  We’re looking forward to sunny skies and good wind. 

 

 
Alec Chabalowski 
2025-26 Junior Sailing Committee Chair  

Executive Secretary Report  

Commodore Cindy Johnson-Mintus 

Notice of Spring Meeting 

   Please be advised that the Inter-Lake Yachting Spring Meeting will be held at the Wyndham Gardens, 

Westlake on Saturday, April 5th at 1530 hours.  All members of an I-LYA member club are welcome to   

attend the meeting. See the I-LYA website for all information regarding the Spring meeting at           

https://i-lya.org/reserve/. At this meeting we will be electing the 2025 Nominating Committee which is 

charged with identifying the 2025 Slate of Candidates for Trustees and Bridge Officers who will stand for 

Election at the Fall Meeting. Please review the December 7, 2024 Code of Regulations Article XI, which is 

posted on the I-LYA website if you wish to run for the nominating committee.   

   2025 Dues Notices were mailed out to all Member clubs in early January. The Dues notice also includes 

a form for each club to update any information that is included in the Annual Yearbook. Please be sure 

to return your dues and your completed Update form to me no later then the end of March to ensure 

your changes reach us in time to get included in the yearbook. Please include a good club email        

address and identify your Club Delegate on the update form.   If you do not have your dues notice, 

please see my contact information below. Drop me an email and I can send the information to you 

electronically.  The excel version of the form is included on the Executive Secretary webpage at               

https://i-lya.org/contact/executive-secretary/. 

   Please note that the I-LYA Trustees are inviting Delegates to our Spring Meeting held at the Wyndham 

Gardens, Westlake on Friday April 4th at 3 p.m. Please join us if you are available.  

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please contact me at 330-328-5470 or 

email at cjohnson@bmfcpa.com. Thank you for your participation and support of I-LYA, we could not 

carry out our mission without you! 

https://i-lya.org/reserve/
https://i-lya.org/contact/executive-secretary/
mailto:cjohnson@bmfcpa.com


     

 

 

 

   The Power Boat Committee is at work planning for this year’s event which is also I-LYA’s 140th anniversary! 

   I would like to welcome our new Power Boat Treasurer Joy Moon, who is the Commodore of West River Yacht 

& Cruising Club.  We are excited about having Joy on the committee which consist of myself, Vice Chairman, 

Nate Edmunds, and Secretary John Brock.  

   We will be meeting in the next few weeks to try to finalize the schedule to have everything ready for the Spring 

Meeting on Saturday April 5, 2025, at the Wyndham Gardens Westlake Hotel.  

   Commodore Scott Kneisel along with Captain Bob Lang, Chuck Brock and the entire Regatta team have been 

working on updating the Rule Book for this year. Some changes are being made with a lot of consideration and 

input to make for a successful competition. These changes will be ready for the spring meeting. 

   The dates for this year’s Power Boat Regatta are Wednesday July 23rd thru Sunday July 27th.  Please be sure to 

mark your calendar for this year's events.  Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Spring Meeting. 

Christopher Aune, Powerboat Chairman 

Powerboat Regatta 

  

Captain Bob here!   Hope to see everyone at the spring meeting in Westlake Ohio.  
Let’s look for new and exciting competitions at the Junior Powerboat   Regatta. 

   That’s all for now, send me your ideas and thoughts. 

Captain Bob; 313-938-8414;  CaptainBobLang@OutLook.com 
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   The Sail Committee meets monthly to work on planning the 2025 sail events.   The next meeting will be held 

at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday February 27 via Zoom.  The January meeting contained lively discussions about 

potential changes to the regatta.  Chief among these suggestions were: 

 Adjusting the course layouts and start times to allow for more racing. 

 Adding an additional Cruising class. 

 Updates to the NOR and registration processes. 

 Methods to promote Bayweek and increase participation including the creation of a new shorter             

promotional video. 

   The committee also discussed upcoming events, and preparations for the spring meeting during which we 

will recognize the 2024 Sailor of the Year.  Please consider joining us at our zoom meetings to further these 

discussions on February 27 and March 27 or in person at the I-LYA spring meeting April 4-5.  Please note 

that there has been a TIME CHANGE for the Sail Meeting – it will be held in the morning on Saturday April 

5.  Please look for the agenda for specific times and locations. 

   Don’t forget to submit your regatta photos for our 2024 collection.  Even if you don’t win, it helps us collect 

photos for the yearbook, website and social media, and other promotions.  We look forward to your input to 

make 2025 a great racing season and to offer our competitors a successful Bayweek. 

Bill Pribe, Sail Committee Chair 

 

Sail Regatta 

mailto:CaptainBobLang@OutLook.com


 

Yachtsmen’s Fund 

    

   Looks like we are in for 6 more weeks of winter! The good news is that many of our 
ice boating enthusiasts have had the time of their lives on the frozen lakes!  We also 

hope our snowbird friends are enjoying a cool drink near a body of liquid water. 
   In December the trustees approved a 4.5% spending rate for donations in 2025.  We 
have money to award, so get your grant requests in early — especially before the Spring 

meeting. All grant request forms are available on our website at 
www.yachtsmensfund.org. Ongoing grants such as Training and Travel Grants can be 
submitted as needed.  “Other” Grants (event support, for example) need to be submitted 

in advance of our Spring meeting, preferably by March 15. 
   We were pleased to be able to award a grant to attend the US Sailing Leadership      

Forum this winter to Kathy Allyn. We all know how valuable the information is at that 
event and are pleased that I-LYA was represented there. 
   The Yachtsmen’s Fund is putting together a video presentation to spread the word on 

all the good work that we do.  If interested in having a trustee come to your club to 
speak, please reach out to us. 
Stay warm! 

Steve Harris 
President, Inter-Lake Yachtsmen’s Fund 
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A continuation from last edition 
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