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COMMODORE’S REPORT
Hello Everyone!
Welcome to spring or at least I think so. There is a lot going on with I-LYA at this time.
Lady Pam and I are busy planning for the spring meeting. As you know, the meeting
will be at the Sheraton Hotel in Romulus, MI. This hotel is right near Detroit Metro Air
port. It is approximately 45 minutes to an hour farther north than the Holiday Inn in
Perrysburg. Within this I-LYA newsletter, you will find a registration form. Please fill it
out and make your reservations for April 3rd and 4th. Pam and I look forward to seeing
everyone there!!!
As we look forward to Summer 2020, the Regatta committees are already hard at work and as always there
will be some great plans made at the Spring meeting.
Speaking of the Regatta Committees, we can't thank them enough for all the volunteer hours they put in.
Please make time to thank them for all the hard work. As you know, it takes a lot of work to put on these 4
great events. If you can lend a hand to any of our 4 Regatta chairs, please seek out the Chairman. I am sure
they be thankful and put you to work.
The Chairs for the Regattas are:
Power - Dale Vanderford (DBBC)
Jr. Power - Vice Commodore Bob Lang (WRYCC)
Sail - Bill Pribe (NCYC)
Jr. Sail - Todd and Heidi Tigges (PIBYC)
Also this time of year, Marilyn is working hard on putting together the yearbook. In this edition, there is the
yearbook contract. Please make sure your club advertises all the events they are putting on in 2020. Also if
you own a business, the yearbook is a great way to get your message out to all of our members. We print
approximately 3000 copies along with an electronic version on our I-LYA website.
Hope to see everyone on April 3rd! Commodore Steve and Lady Pam

I-LYA News -

1

- March 2020

Vice Commodore’s Corner...Bob Lang
Okay, spring should be right around the corner and with that comes our annual Spring meeting.
Make sure you all mark your calendars for April 3-5 and check out our Commodore’s article for
location and other details. If you haven’t been to the spring meeting in a while, come on down and
join in on the fun. Our Power and Sail Regatta committees along with all the other committees will
be meeting and getting things organized for the 2020 Regattas. We’re always looking for volunteers
and help, so bring your ideas and get involved. We’re also trying to increase our attendance to the
regattas, so check out the Junior and Senior Powerboat regatta poster. Please contact me and I’ll get
you a copy of these posters to post in your club house. One thing is for sure; we need to increase
attendance at Junior powerboat. The numbers were way down last year. Please get your juniors involved.
When I started this journey, I thought Bobbi and I would have some time this winter to spend in the sunshine down
South. We have been so busy attending various club events, meetings and social gatherings, it’s been just crazy. So, we
turned our two-month vacation into a two week stay down south. We should be back next week. It’s all good and I’m
loving every minute of it. Maybe we’ll finally use the motor home when we get “old”.
So, like the rest of you, I’m really looking forward to the boating season and getting back out on the water. Speaking of
water, we should have plenty of it this year. All the predictions are that our water levels will be higher than last year and
some reports say up to 12” higher. This is not good news, but let’s make the best of it. Many of our clubs and marinas
have been planning for this and have raised their docks in preparation for the high water.
You know, there are several events going on and like the rest of you, I-LYA 2021 is also looking for your support. If
you can find the time, I would appreciate you joining us for a Bus trip to Put-In-Bay, scheduled for the 10th of April.
Contact me for more details. That’s all for now, send me your ideas and thoughts on how to improve our regattas.
Captain Bob; 313-938-8414 CaptainBobLang@OutLook.com

Rear Commodore’s Corner...Michael Fishbaugh
As many of us are continuing to get our boats ready for this coming season, let’s continue to
discuss safety on the water and how we can protect our crews. Spring boating is quite rewarding – finally getting the boat in the water and starting a new season. Early season boating does have its risks, including hypothermia, which can occur quickly with the cold water
temperatures we experience in the Spring. We’re not just talking about the lake in January.
We’re talking about water below 77º F, which is the temperature that starts to affect your
breathing. And when water is below 70º, things start to get real dangerous.

There are many great online resources to educate yourself if you plan on early season boating:
https://www.boatus.org/cold-water-boating/
https://boatlive365.org/cold-water/
I look forward to seeing everyone at the Spring I-LYA Meeting!
boat shows and are working on our programs for 2020.
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Well, Spring is right around the corner! In no time at all we will be getting the boats
ready. But there is one thing we all can do… get ready for the Spring I-LYA meeting on
April 3 and 4. Its being held in Michigan this year at the Sheraton Hotel by Metro
Airport. Please go online and book your hotel room through a link on the I-LYA website.
There will be meetings held on Friday and Saturday to make final plans for all three
regattas. Your input is appreciated and important. We hope to see everyone there! It’s
going to be a great weekend.
I would like to announce that we have a signed contract for dockage with the City of Put in Bay for the
Summer Regattas. We will have all of A dock and the portion of C dock. Registrations will open soon
for each regatta.
In closing, if anyone has any questions or comments, please let me know. I am available by email
jdaless1@hotmail.com or phone 734-673-3087. I hope everyone stays warm and spring comes quickly!
PC John Dalessandro, President of the Trustees

POWERBOAT REGATTA 2019
It seems like we may finally see the end of the winter, but even in the cold months we have begun
planning our Power Regatta. This year’s Regatta is August 5th – August 10 is looking to be a great
time! We will have our normal Power Regatta Meeting at the Spring Meeting on Saturday, April 4th
in Romulus. There may be some time changes from the normal 9:00 due to room availability during the construction in the hotel, but it will be published on the schedule as to what the time and
location will be. The meeting runs about an hour and we will be putting together much of the planning for this year.
Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting to give your ideas and comments. We are looking at a
few changes this year in an effort to always evolve and improve the regatta, but nothing that is a
large change. We will get registration information out soon, with plans to begin registration in May.
Hope to see you at the Spring Meeting and at PIB in August!
Dale Vanderford

Publication Deadline - May Issue
Article deadline - 4/18/2020
Draft to the Bridge - 4/24/2020
Publication Date - 5/1/2020
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Junior Bay Week News
Plans for the 65th I-LYA Junior Regatta are well underway-- it takes a village to pull off this incredible event! To that
point, we are putting out the call now for those of you willing to help with the mark setting and course management.
What better way to watch your junior sailors all the while giving back to the sport we love so much.
The ILYA Spring meeting dates are set for April 3 & 4th at the Sheraton Hotel by the Detroit Metro airport. At this
meeting, we will be finalizing schedules, sharing lots of great information about the travelers series, and assigning more
specific regatta assignments to those specific clubs that will be attending this years Junior Bay regatta. Please plan to
attend so can take lots of good information back to your clubs.
For the regatta itself, Junior Bay will be hosted July 19-23 at Put-in-Bay Yacht Club so please keep in mind when reserving your housing and dockage. The racing schedule will follow last year’s format, including arrival on Sunday afternoon, a fleet split and departure late afternoon on Thursday the 23th.
As an added bonus to celebrate the 65th year of this one of a kind event, Matt and Tracey Davis have been busy organizing a special Alumni Reunion activities on Sunday July 19th. For all of the past participants, parents, organizers, and
supporters, we invite all of you to stick around and share in what will truly be a special reminiscent day. Be on the look
out for more details to come.
The support we have received from the I-LYA Bridge, the Yachtsman’s Fund and past volunteers is invaluable and we
appreciate each and every one of you. Please reach out to us if you are interested in joining this village to help the tradition forge ahead. We look forward to meeting you at the I-LYA Spring Meeting.
Todd and Heidi Tigges, PIBYC – 2020 JBW Chairs
Todd Tigges
(216) 272-6947
ttigges@uhy-us.com
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Sail Regatta Notes
Thank you to everyone who completed the sail regatta survey. More than 125 sailors weighed in on
the schedule, format, and entertainment. It's been nearly a decade since the event was re-worked and
overall, sailors seem satisfied. Your feedback will help us build a better event and plan for the future.
For 20/20 you can expect continued professional race management for PHRF, JAM, Cruising, Portsmouth Dinghy and One-Design classes; three days of near shore racing around the Lake Erie islands;
and an exciting on-shore experience including a free-night to explore downtown Put-in-Bay. The beer
tent will be open Thursday evening, so say hello when you pick up your registration packet then go
have a pizza, some bisque, or other island specialty. The Mount Gay party on Friday will include a
picnic dinner and the Saturday Tito party will be a barbecue.
The 20/20 Notice of Race has been released and registration is open at Yacht Scoring. Now is also the
time to make lodging reservations as the rooms at the Bay will be filling up soon.
Please also consider supporting the regatta by sponsoring a Keg, which goes a long way towards keeping the cost of the social packages reasonable. Sponsorship information is on the I-LYA website.
The Sail Committee meets monthly in Sandusky (teleconference too) and if you expressed interest in
volunteering look for a message soon. We hope to see you at the Spring Meeting where we will share
the survey results and the planned improvements to the 20/20 Regatta. Think Spring!
Sail Chair Bill Pribe, NCYC

Captain Bob here. It Looks like Spring is on the way. Don’t forget to mark your calendars
for the Spring Meeting here in the Detroit area. Please check out our commodores’ article
for more details. A month or so ago. we put together some Posters and Pamphlets about
our Junior powerboat regatta. Please contact me if you don’t have this information already
posted in your club house. I will be making these available to all clubs. The Spring meeting provides us an excellent forum to gather and share ideas on how to improve our regattas. So, if you haven’t already made plans to attend please mark your calendar and get your
reservation.
Over the years we have had several juniors who have consistently taken part in the activities offered at the Junior Power regatta and many of you now find yourself nearing the end of your eligibility to participate in the Junior Powerboat Regatta. For those Juniors who have aged out, I invite you to take the next step and get
involved by helping at the regatta, judging, or grading our junior contestants. You are the next generation to take charge
of this program and I would like to get you involved and hear your thoughts on how to improve our regatta.
That’s all for now, send me your ideas and thoughts on how to improve and increase our numbers.
Captain Bob; 313-938-8414 CaptainBobLang@OutLook.com
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Yachtsmen’s Fund
Gearing Up for Summer!
www.yachtsmensfund.org
Grant Requests: The Yachtsmen’s Fund generally considers grant requests at
the Spring Meeting. Please contact our Grants Committee chairperson, Steve
Harris, by way of the Other Grant Requests form on the grants page of our
website. Steve will contact you for more info. Please reach out early so that we
can give your request the attention it deserves.
Training, Championship, and Challenge Team Grants: When planning and
budgeting for your summer of sailing and powerboating, don’t forget that the
Yachtsmen’s Fund has a variety of grant programs to help offset travel and
training expenses! Apply early-we do sometimes have to cap awards. Details
for all grants are on our website.
Annual Report: The Yachtsmen’s Fund 2019 Annual Report will be available for viewing on our website at
www.yachtsmensfund.org in March. It is a comprehensive look at our finances and investments, along with
details on how monies were gifted in grant and scholarship form last year. Be sure to sign up for our Enewsletter or follow us on twitter so you will be among the first to know when it posts.
Centennial Campaign: We will be wrapping up our Centennial Campaign in April. It is not too late to be listed
as a Centennial Sponsor ($100) or a Centennial Benefactor ($1000). We’ll have commemorative pins at the
Spring Meeting and would be happy to pin you and list you as a supporter!
Dollar-per-Member Program: The yearly Dollar-per-Member mailing will be sent to every club in March. Our
hope is to sign on a few new clubs and organizations in 2020. We are grateful for each and every Club membership and donation which allows us to continue to gift money to worthwhile sailing and boating endeavors.
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